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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 01 February 2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. Applicant argues that the limitations of claim 1 are not met by 
the Parulski and Berstis references since the specific information corresponds to a 
selected frame rather than the captured image data. The examiner notes that as 
broadly as claimed, the data taught by Berstis "corresponds to" the selected frame. For 
example, Parulski discloses frames which correspond to individual faces or groups of 
people (c. 5, II. 15-23). Likewise, Berstis discloses storing information such as the 
names of persons depicted in an image (c. 5, II. 2-10). The stored data of Berstis 
describes the image as being of individual or groups of persons and therefore 
"corresponds to" the selected frame of Parulski and describes what the object is as 
claimed. 

Applicant further argues that Parulski does not disclose changing correction 
parameters in accordance with what the object arranged in the object area data is. 
However, Parulski discloses processing an image according to selected modification 
processes. The examiner notes that if a modification process is not selected (i.e. a 
correction parameter of 0), no modification will take place, but if the process is selected 
(i.e. a modification parameter of 1), the process will take place. Therefore, Parulski can 
be said to change default modification parameters (i.e. no processing) by selectively 
applying correction processes (c. 5, 1. 39 - c. 8, I. 67). Applicant further argues that 
Parulski does not disclose using a specific correction parameter "corresponding to" what 



Application/Control Number: 09/727,537 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2622 

the object is. Parulski discloses that modification alteration settings can be fully 
predetermined by the camera (c. 7, II. 19-37), in such a case the modifications would 
"correspond to" what the object is as determined by which frame is selected since the 
frames or Parulski "correspond to" certain objects (c. 5, II. 15-23). Therefore, 
Applicant's arguments are not considered persuasive and the rejections based on 
Parulski and Berstis are maintained. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1-4, 6, 8, 9 and 12-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Parulski (US 6,072,962) in view of Berstis (US 6,721,001). 
[claim 1] 

Regarding claim 1 , Parulski discloses a digital imaging device for obtaining 
image data as digital data of a photographic image including an object (Figure 1 ), 
comprising: a memory for storing image data of a plurality of frames representing an 
ideal region of an object within an image, each frame corresponding to a type of object 
and including data representing an area corresponding to the ideal region (Figures 2-7; 
c. 4, I. 59 - c. 5, I. 38); a frame selector for selecting a frame from the plurality of frames 
as a selected frame (Figures 2-7; c. 4, II. 30-63); a display device for displaying the 
selected frame superimposed on a monitor image obtained by an image sensing device 
(Figure 8-12; c. 9, 1. 7 - c. 10, 1. 10); an image capture device for capturing a image data 
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based on the monitor image (e.g. a shutter button); and a recording device for recording 
on a recording medium, different from said memory, specific information corresponding 
to the selected frame and the image data captured by the image capture device 
associated with each other, said specific information representing an area 
corresponding to the ideal region for the selected frame (c. 4, II. 5-58). However, 
Parulski does not disclose recording specific information including the type of objected 
corresponding to the selected frame which describes what the object is. 

Berstis discloses a camera which is capable of adding annotations to an image 
which include the name of the place depicted, time the picture was taken, the names of 
persons depicted, etc. (c. 5, II. 2-10). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include information 
including the name of the place depicted and names of persons depicted in the pictures 
of Parulski to easily identify the places and people depicted in the pictures taken, 
[claim 2] 

Regarding claim 2, Parluski in view of Berstis lacks selecting a frame by selecting 
a keyword from a plurality of keywords corresponding to each of the frames. Official 
Notice is taken that it is notoriously well known to select objects by keywords to allow for 
easy searching of the available objects using the corresponding keywords. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to select the frames by easy searching of the available objects using the 
corresponding keywords, 
[claim 3] 
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Regarding clam 3, Parulski discloses including region coordinates data (i.e. data 
which identifies the region) for specifying the ideal region (c. 4, II. 30-63) and Berstis 
discloses including an object name for specifying the type of object (c. 5, II. 2-10). 
[claim 4] 

Regarding claim 4, Parulski discloses an image corrector for correcting the image 
data based on the information (c. 5, 1. 39 - c. 6, 1. 67; c. 11, 1. 61 - c. 12, 1. 14). 
[claim 6] 

Regarding claim 6, Parulski discloses a computer having a reading device for 
reading the specific information and the image data from the recording medium and a 
image corrector for correcting the image data based on the specific information (c. 5, 1. 
39 - c. 6, 1. 67; c. 11,1. 61-c. 12, 1.14). 
[claim 8] 

Regarding claim 8, Parulski discloses an image processing device for image 
processing of an image data including a photographic object, comprising: a reading 
device for reading the image data and an information associated with the image data 
including a kind of an object and an object area data in which the object is arranged 
within the image data (Figures 16a and 16b; c. 11, 1. 38 - c. 12, 1. 14); a photographic 
image corrector for correcting the image data base don the information (Figure 16b, 
Item 84); and a photographic image corrector for correcting the image data based on 
the information (Figure 16b, Item 82); wherein the photographic image corrector 
corrects the image data in the object area in which the photographic object is arranged 
by using a specific correction parameter corresponding to what the object that is 
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arranged in the object area is (c. 5, 1. 39 - c. 8, 1. 67). However, Parulski does not 
disclose storing information which describes what the object is. 

Berstis discloses a camera which is capable of adding annotations to an image 
which include the name of the place depicted, time the picture was taken, the names of 
persons depicted, etc. (c. 5, II. 2-10). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include information 
including the name of the place depicted and names of persons depicted in the pictures 
of Parulski to easily identify the places and people depicted in the pictures taken, 
[claim 9] 

Regarding claim 9, Parulski discloses reading the image data and the information 
associated with the image data from a removable recording medium (Figure 16b, Item 
18). 

[claims 12 and 13] 

Claims 12 and 13 are method claims corresponding to apparatus claim 1. 
Therefore, claims 12 and 13 are analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with 
respect to claim 1 . 
[claim 14] 

Claim 14 is a method claims corresponding to apparatus claim 8. Therefore, 
claim 14 is analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with respect to claim 8. 



4. Claims 5, 7, 10 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Parulski (US 6,072,962) in view of Berstis (US 6,721 ,001) in further 
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view of lijima et al. (US 6,621 ,524). 
[claim 5] 

Regarding claim 5, Parulski in view of Berstis discloses all limitations except for a 
template memory for storing a template which is a previously prepared image and a 
template combiner for combining the template from the template memory with the image 
data based on the information. 

lijima discloses combining a captured image with previously prepared image data 
(Figures 6A-6C) to compose an enhanced image. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include 
the option to combine the images produced by Parulski in view of Berstis with prepared 
image data as taught by lijima in order to produce enhanced image files, 
[claim 7] 

Regarding claim 7, Parulski in view of Berstis discloses a computer for 
processing images based on readout specific information (Parulski, Figure 16b) but 
does not disclose a template memory for storing a template which is a previously 
prepared image and a template combiner for combining the template from the template 
memory with the image data. 

lijima discloses combining a captured image with previously prepared image data 
(Figures 6A-6C) to compose an enhanced image. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include 
the option to combine the images produced by Parulski in view of Berstis with prepared 
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image data as taught by lijima in order to produce enhanced image files, 
[claim 10] 

Regarding claim 10, Parulski in view of Berstis lacks a template stored in 
template memory and a template combiner for combining the template with the image 
data based on the specific information to form a combined image. 

lijima discloses combining a captured image with previously prepared image data 
(Figures 6A-6C) to compose an enhanced image. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include 
the option to combine the images produced by Parulski in view of Berstis with prepared 
image data as taught by lijima in order to produce enhanced image files. Since Parulski 
discloses performing image modifications only on areas of the image according to frame 
data, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the template of lijima only with the data selected by the 
frame of Parulski to form the combined image. The examiner notes that such an 
operation would be done "based to the specific information" as claimed, 
[claim 11] 

Regarding claim 11, Parulski discloses reading the image data and the 
information associated with the image data from a removable recording medium (Figure 
16b, Item 18). 
[claim 15] 
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Claim 15 is a method claim corresponding to apparatus claims 1 and 10 
combined. Therefore, claim 15 is analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with 
respect to claims 1 and 10 above. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J. Henn whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7310. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571 ) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/727,537 



Page 10 



Art Unit: 2622 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



TJH 

4/15/2006 




